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Trump super PAC eyes blitz in the Rust and Sun beits

The original super political action committee supporting Donald Trump’s presidential cam-
paign plans to report that it raised nearly $70 million in May, and that it will spend a further
$100 million through Labor Day, according to a memo written for the group's donors.

The super PAC, Make America Great Again Inc., is preparing an advertising blitz focused
on a handful of key states in the Rust Belt and the Sun Bek, where several polls show Trump,
the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, leading President Joe Biden.

The memo, a copy of which was provided to The New York Times by someone who re-
ceived it, was written by the group’s CEO, Taylor Budowich. The burst of fundraising it de-
scribes is on track with the surge that the Trump campaign has said it experienced after
Trump was convicted last week in a New York City courtroom on 34 counts of falsifying busi-
ness records intended to conceal a hush-money payment to a porn actor in 2016,

The memo provides insight into how Trump's extended orbit views his paths to the 270
electoral votes necessary to win the presidency, and how pivotal one state in particular —
Pennsylvania — is to their plans

Democrats *“need to both solidify the blue wall states of Pennsylvania, Michigan and
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Moore, who declined to comment on Lin-
denbaum’s response, left the commission in
1d has watched in frustration as it has
moved from deadlock to deregulation.

When nothing’s happening, nothing bad is
happening,” said Moore, now a senior fellow at
the Center for American Progress. “Now bad
things are happening”

Among Republicans, Lindenbaum's recep-
tion has been warmer. Cooksey said he bond
ed with her over their past work in politics and
over being parents of voung children
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Linking Investigations in Trauma and Emergency Services
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trauma patients
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Wisconsin, while keeping President Trump defensive in the Sun Belt states of Georgia, Ar-

1 think. do both agree shout how the current
ign finance system is burdensome and
omplicated and often unfais

Lindenbaum said she was fighting for more
agency funding and pushing for Congress to
strip the street addresses of donors from on
line contribution records.

Outside watchdogs worry about the slow
of investigations. A little-noticed foot-
scent statement by Weintraub

camyx
— The New York Times oV

said, “and Commissioner Lindenbaum brings
that to the commission from her years as a day-
to-day lawyer in the field
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There have by

revealed that the general counsel’s office was
actively conducting only three investigations
nationwide

Dara has turned the FEC from dysfunc-
tional to functionally avoiding enforcement,”
Holman said.

n brief periods of comi-
3 sion, which was created in
the wake of the Waterg; dal. But for 15
fined by 3-3 gridlock
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Donald McGahn. who became a commis
sioner in 2008 and later was President Donald
Trump’s first White House counsel, imposed
discipline on the Republican bloc when he ar-
rived. The leader of the Democratic opposition
became Commuissioner Ellen Weintraub, who
has served on the commission since 200
The dysfunction was so bad that by 2021
Weintraub pushed the Democrats to adopt
the unusual tactic of refusing to close stalled
investigations in hopes the commission would
gt sued for failing 1o act. The Democratic bloc
then refused to send lawyers to defend the
court
Lindenbaum unraveled that strategy almost
immediately, providing the fourth vote to close
all of those cases, some of which dated to 2016,
s the beginning of what multiple people
said was a frosty relationship between Linden
1m and Weintraub, though both are Demo-
rats. Tensions ran especially high with Wein-
1, Tom Moore.
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il but said of the episode: “Forgiveness
mes with a true apology and a true
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